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With the projection of the strategic position of the ocean, marine services will face 
the new challenge. The coastal countries have to perfect or establish ocean 
administration system with their own national characteristics. In the present ocean 
administration system in China, coastal local governments perform a significant 
portion of the specific marine management functions. But as we all know, the ocean is 
flowable, with cross-regional characteristics, so the local governments need to 
cooperate in regional public affairs, which depend on the coordinated development of 
the relationship among local governments, particularly among local governments 
which has no administrative relationship. Due to the inadequate related systems, there 
have been various problems on the cooperation of local governments, affecting the 
scientific and effective management of ocean. Therefore, the study on the horizontal 
coordination among local governments is of practical value as well as of the 
theoretical significance. 
This paper, based on public management theory and new institutional economics 
theory, does the empirical research on the existing problems, the existing treatment, 
the existing progress as well as the new way of governance in the horizontal 
coordination among local governments through comparative study, case study, 
document study,etc. This study shows that: the effective and systematic design of the 
system is the only way to improve the performance of horizontal relations among the 
local governments; the existing governance mechanisms can solve some problems, 
but they have not achieved the desired goal because of its inherent flaws; 
inter-organizational networks, a new type of mechanisms of governance, have a 
comparative advantage; practice shows the importance of integrated use of a variety 
of governance mechanisms, and a good institutional environment and regulating the 
management of local governments are indispensable. The conclusions of this paper 
are: Contemporary regional ocean management in the coordination of horizontal 
relations among the local governments in China should make comprehensive use of a 













according to different conditions. Eventually, building a good systematic environment 
and perfecting local government management are needed to improve the performance 
of management. 
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府首脑，对此做出了承诺。1993 年，第 48 届联合国大会的决议，要求把海洋综































国家海洋局组织制定了《中国海洋 21 世纪议程》，并在第 7 章有关沿海区，管辖






域的合理开发和可持续利用，我国于 2001 年 1 月 1 日起施行《中华人民共和国
海域使用管理法》。该法共 8 章，有 54 个条文，对海洋功能区划，海域使用的申
请与审批、海域使用权、海域使用金、监督检查及法律责任作了明确规定。 
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